








surrounding the tower. And the next big
initiative is the debut this summer of the
All Folk’'d Up music festival, a Saskatchewan
talent showcase set for July 16-18 at Kemoca
Regional Park.

“The folk festival is a great opportunity
to experience rural hospitality at its best,”
says Fournier, whose family of 11 brothers
and sisters are spearheading the event. “We'll
have a bit of everything, from musicians to
artisans to food vendors, so it’s a nice tie-in
with the European feel that our businesses
and our Eiffel Tower are creating.” Factor in
plans for a canoe launch at a nearby lake and
a chateau-style condominium development
undertaken by a Toronto developer who
grew up in this bustling prairie town, and it's
clear that Montmartre's future is nothing
short of merveilleux. m
Celebrate the first anniversary of Montmartre’s
Eiffel Tower on Saturday, June 26, at the
Best Things in Life Are Free event (park
entrance, swimming, golf, sidewalk enter-
tainment and bicycle rides are free; Parisian
Picnic in the Parc baskets available by order-
ing from 306-424-2728).

) 306-424-2040; montmartre-sk.com,
allfolkedupinmontmartre.yolasite.com

we're not in France anymore

Montmartre’s first settlers were faced with
hardships beyond their wildest expectations.
The Foncier Society of Canada, a private com-
pany that recruited immigrants from France,
had acquired land in what was then known as
the Assiniboine District of the North-West Terri-
tories (now Saskatchewan). The society used
the land and the prospect of a better life to lure
eight families from Montmartre, the hillside
neighbourhood in the north of Paris.

The immigrants arrived to broken promises
and bad luck in the summer of 1893. A grass fire
destroyed their first hay crops. An early frost
ruined the potato fields. And hopes of rural
bliss were soon replaced by the harsh reality of
spending a first winter huddling in the caves
that are still visible on a windswept hillside
three kilometres north of today’s village.

While the prairie lifestyle proved too tough
for some, three French families stayed and
one, the Auguste de Tremaudan clan, still has

descendants in town. In fact, in a neat historical
twist of fate, Patsy Fisher, the driving force
behind the Eiffel Tower project, is the great,
great granddaughter of Auguste de Tremaudan.
The village acquired its name when recruit-
ment efforts were underway in France. The
Canadian High Commissioner in Paris reput-
edly told the president of the Foncier Society,
in a joking tone, “You'll probably regret leaving
your dear Montmartre. Choose a height of land
and build your house. Call the place Montmar-
tre and you will believe you have not moved
from here.” To which the Foncier chief turned
to his companions and said, “Let us be on our
way. We are going to Montmartre.” So even
before the colony was a reality, it had its
distinctive name. (J-C.K
To book a historical bus tour of Montmartre,
complete with a trip to the hillside caves the
first settlers called home, call the Village of
Montmartre Office at 306-424-2040.

Earn CAA Dollars® with Best Western Rewards®.

*Join our exclusive Free Rewards program for CAA members and stay at any Best Western® hotel

between May 1 and August 31, 2010 and earn 10 CAA Dollars®, then every time you have a qualified stay
at Best Western you can earn CAA Dollars towards the cost of your next CAA membership, merchandise,
and travel. Best of all, as a CAA member you always get the lowest rate available and earn 10% bonus
points with each qualified stay. So join today and start earning CAA Dollars with your CAA Preferred"™

Best Western Rewards

®

card as well as your CAA Platinum MasterCard® credit card.

Show Your Card & Save)

Preferred Hotels

bestwestern.com/caadollars | 1.800.WESTERN
Promo code: CANCAA10

Promotion valid 05/1/10 to 08/31/10. A qualified stay is defined as one or more nights (consecutive) at an individual Best Western® hotel, regardless of multiple check-ins/check-outs, at a rate eligible for Best Western Rewards

oints/miles/credits. Other restrictions may apply. Offer not valid with any other promotion or discount. Promotion subject to change and?or cancellation without notice. All Best Western Rewards program rules apply. See
Eestwestemrewards com or bestwestern.com/caadollars for additional terms. Each Best Western® hotel is independently owned and operated. Best Western and the Best Western marks are service marks or registered service
marks of Best Western International, Inc. ©2010 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved. MasterCard is a registered trademark of MasterCard International, Incorporated, used pursuant to license. MBNA Canada and
MBNA Canada Bank are registered trademarks of MBNA America Bank, N.A., used pursuant to license by MNBA Canada Bank. ®CAA Dollars trademark is owned by and use is granted by Canadian Automobile Association.

WESTWORLD » SUMMER 2010 19





